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Going LIVE!
The Tampa Bay Institute for Early Childhood Professionals (IECP) is GOING LIVE 
and we’re taking you with us!  We’re stepping into the digital age with a new 
Learning Management System (LMS) that will make it easier for early learning 
professionals to access resources, sign-up and pay for, and in some instance 
attend workshops and trainings delivered by the IECP and its partners!

By Dr. Mary Harper, Director of Learning Initiatives
Tampa Bay Institute for Early Childhood Professionals
(A Division of the Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County)

It’s undeniable — training and development isn’t just important for early childhood care and education professionals 
—it’s absolutely vital.  It’s why the IECP exists.  As the IECP continues to grow and increase membership and 
professional development opportunities and events, we wanted to implement a more efficient way to deliver these 
opportunities to our provider community; after all you’re busy professionals and your time is in high demand. 
Therefore, beginning December 1, 2015, the IECP will go live with a Learning Management System (LMS) that will 
manage everything from training registration and payment to the generation of certificates for providers and access 
to resources! 

What is a Learning Management System and What’s it mean to Providers?
Without getting into too much technical jargon, a Learning Management System (LMS) is a web-based application 
that acts as a framework that handles all aspects of the learning process.  The IECP’s LMS will be the infrastructure 
that delivers and manages instructional content, helps the IECP and the Coalition identify and assess individual and 
organizational learning goals, track progress toward meeting those goals and collects data that is needed about our 
courses and learning processes. 

What this means for providers is that beginning December 1st you’ll be able to register and pay for IECP trainings 
online, access online courses and communities of practice, as well as early care and education resources via the LMS.  

See ‘LMS’  continued on page 13
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Who’s the Man?!
The Importance of Father 

Involvement and its Impact on 
Young Children

By Dan Berman, M.Ed.
Fatherhood Services Coordinator/“Who’s the Man?!” Coordinator

Champions for Children

See ‘Man’  continued on page 8

Who’s the Man?!

It’s said that a father is a son’s first hero and a daughter’s first love. 
Our society though has been slow to recognize the importance of a 
father in the early years of a child’s life. The first years of a child’s life, 
and especially the first few months, have historically been deemed to 
be the mother’s time. Dads were expected to be providers and even 
if they wanted to be involved, the consensus was that they would get 
their turn when the child was old enough to run, jump and play. But 
times they are a changing.  
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‘Man’  continued from page 7

Research is steadily showing the importance 
of dad to be involved from conception 
through the child’s lifetime. Fathers’ 
attitudes about the pregnancy, including 
their behaviors during the prenatal period 
and their relationship with the mother, play 
a strong role in accessing prenatal care and 
health of the baby.  

Hillsborough County is a leader with 
innovative services for early father 
involvement, beginning with the “Boot Camp 
for New Dads” program. Boot Camp provides 
opportunities for expecting fathers to meet 
other men expecting children, share their 
concerns and have hands-on opportunities 
with new babies of recent Boot Camp 
graduates. For many of the men, this is the 
first time they will have had the opportunity 
to hold or change a baby. It also helps to 
allow them to consider what kind of father 
they want to be.  Findings indicate that men 
who reported a distant relationship with 
their fathers defined fathering primarily in 
terms of the breadwinner role as opposed to 
the nurturing role, which was more evident 
in the description of men who reported a 
close relationship with their fathers. 

Father involvement factors include 
motivation, skills and confidence, social 
supports and institutional/cultural factors.   
Once men decide they want to be engaged 
with their children and be an integral part 
of their life, it is our job to provide them the 
opportunities and support to do so. Rather 
than be astonished and proud that dad is caring for and spending time with his child, we should expect it and point 
to them as role models. Most new fathers, like new mothers, cannot see the “forest through the trees” and have no 
idea if they are doing anything right. We need to show them that they are and provide an outlet for them. “Who’s the 
Man?!”, offered at community locations throughout Hillsborough County, is a program that provides developmental 
playgroups specifically for new dads and their 0-18 month babies.  It seeks to build “skills and confidence” and “social 
supports.”  After a little more than eighteen months of providing services, “Who’s the Man?!” still has a 100% evaluation 
success rate. 

If you want to increase father involvement and create a more positive environment for your organization, there are ten 
suggestions on the following page to get you started.

As parents, men defer to women, especially with 0-5 year old children and as providers, we tend to treat men the way 
they feel about themselves – as secondary. Men have unique skills and value in families and in parenting. Equal in 
value to women, but different. Let’s continue to identify and eliminate barriers to fathers’ participation in services and 
encourage accountability for their actions as dads. Anyone can be a father, but it takes a real man to be a dad. It’s up to 
us to create less fathers and more dads in our society.

Photos courtesy of Cham
ptions for Children
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10 Suggestions to Increase 
Father  Involvement & Create 
a More Positive Environment 

Display a positive attitude about fathers and men

Get buy-In from staff and other “influencers”

Review Policies and Procedures to make sure they are gender-neutral

Seek Input from Fathers

Check facilities, including diaper changing tables in men’s bathrooms

Integrate Fathers into as many programs and services as possible, as 
opposed to just an add-on

Look at timing of programs and services

Hire male staff when possible, or at least use male facilitators for events. 
Men feel more comfortable when events are led by other men

Offer support for basic needs (employment, driver’s licenses) 

Involve mom. This does not simply mean talking to mom about getting 
dad to an event. Talk to her about why dad is important to their child’s life 
and the importance of putting the child first, especially if the parents are 
not together.

1
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6
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Resources
Misra, DP et al. 2010
 Allen Jackson, R., Forste, R., & Bartkowski, J.P. (2009). “Just be there for them:” Perceptions of fathering among single, low-income men. Fathering, 7, 49-69.
The Role of the Father in Child Development  by Michael Lamb
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AM I 
TALKING 
ENOUGH?
Supporting Language 
Development in Early Care 
and Education Settings

According to Webster’s dictionary, language is defined as “the system of words or signs 
that people use to express thoughts and feelings to each other.” Language can further be 
explained by the type of information that you understand (receptive language) and the 
information that you are able to express and vocalize (expressive language). Speech is 
another component in communication and it is made up of fluency and articulation of the 
language that is expressed.  In an early care and education setting, this language system is 
used on a daily occurrence between children and teachers. As early childhood teachers, we 
have the amazing opportunity to support children in our classrooms to continuously develop 
their language. There are multiple ways that early childhood teachers can support language 
development, from reading  stories to giving directions. In this article we are going to focus 
on engaging in quality conversations and communication exchanges with young children.

Let’s go back to the original question, “Am I talking enough?”  You may be wondering “Why 
is this so important?”  “It’s the child that needs to be talking,” “I already know how to talk!” As 

important as it is for a child to communicate and talk in your classroom it is just as important 
for you the teacher/caregiver to use language to model for those in your care.  
 
To fully understand the importance of your role let’s review language developmental 
milestones in young children so that we use developmentally appropriate practices to 
support language development.

As you can see from Figure 1.0 on page 14, there are various milestones in language 
development for young children. Looking at an infant’s language development one can see 
that infants “turn their head toward sound.”  If a caregiver is going through the motions of 
basic care without the use of language through diaper changing or feeding this will decrease 
the likelihood of engagement of an infant in their care. Talking with an infant will elicit a 
“turning of the head” response; from the child given there are no hearing issues. The system 
of communication in early development is based more on gestures and cues from an infant. 

By Shabel V. Santiago, M.S.
Early Childhood Council (ECC) Support Services
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See ‘Language’  continued on page 14
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Teaching 
in Early Childhood
Climate change is a big topic that can be difficult even for 
adults to wrap their minds around. Although indicators of 
it are all around us, it can be hard for someone who’s not 
a scientist to put together cause and effect. For a child, 
the concept is even more abstract. But the good news is 
that kids are receptive to new information and there are 
fun ways out there to make real to them how the climate 
is changing, what humans are doing to make that happen 
and what we can do to heal the earth.  

Introducing this message can be done by making it 
relatable and hands on experiences.  In preparation for 
the information to be introduced to the students, you 
first want to be comfortable with some basic information 
about Climate Change.  Climate Change is a thirty year 
history of fluctuations in weather.  Weather is a single 
day occurrence. When we burn fossil fuels like coal, oil 
or natural gas to make energy or electricity, we release a 
huge amount of CO2 into the air.  
 
A great way to introduce climate change is first create a 
classroom Climate Hero that is the classrooms mascot; 
with his/her special talent being protecting the earth.   
Introduce this complex subject by scaffolding more 
age appropriate developmental stages that involve 
community action that can help improved the earth’s 

health.  A great circle time 
activity would be to ask 

the students to think 
back about all of 
the things they 
have done to get 

ready for school 
today. Most of 
these things 
require some 
form of energy. 
Ask the students 

to write “CO2” on 
the felt squares 

using a sharpie 
marker.  Then ask 

your students “Who 

took a bath last night?” Ask all of the students who did 
to come up and stick their felt squares together using 
the Velcro strips. Explain that to heat water we need 
energy (electricity) and that this energy comes from the 
power plant where coal is burned.  Ask students various 
energy usage questions and each time have them add 
their square to the blanket (“who used the stove to cook 
breakfast, who used the toaster, who watched TV, who 
drove to school, etc.”). Keep asking question until all the 
students have put their square on the quilt. 

The coal burned to make electricity and the fuel burned 
by cars, buses and planes releases a huge amount of CO2 
into the atmosphere. This CO2 creates a blanket around 
the earth. What do you think happens when the world is 
surrounded by a thick blanket? It becomes warmer! The 
air, land and oceans warm up rapidly. What kind of impact 
do you think this may have on our planet?  This is a great 
activity that will allow for students to an opportunity to 
relate Climate Change to day to day activities which will 
make it more easily understandable.

 We need to give our kids the tools to observe and 
understand the effects of a changing climate – for their 
future and ours. The future of our communities, natural 
resources and ecosystems depends on how well we 
understand, value and protect the habitats and species 
that sustain our world. We need to be proactive and 
give young learners the tools to observe the effects of 
a changing climate for themselves. It’s one more way to 
invest in the future of our planet and let our kids shape 
the world that soon will be theirs. 

Resources:
Click on the links below to discover what these organizations are doing and how you can 
get involved.
http://www.zeelahsworld.org/
http://climateinterpreter.org/resource
http://philadelphiazoo.org/Save-Wildlife/UNLESS-Campaign/UNLESS-Project.htm
http://climate.audubon.org/
http://climatekids.nasa.gov/menu/teach/
http://www.eschooltoday.com/climate-change/Introduction-to-climate-change-for-
children.html

By Jennifer McLachlan, V.P. of Education
Tampa’s Lowry Park Zoo

Climate Change
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‘LMS’  continued from page 3

Lets take a closer look at the new LMS offerings:  

Online Registration
All IECP courses and workshops are listed chronologically by date, as well as by category. Providers can search our 
workshop and course offerings; find the course they want to take, then sign-up and pay— All in one place! 

Online Course and Communities of Practice
One of the most exciting features of this new system is that providers will  now be able to take trainings and courses 
online. This will afford you, as a busy professional,  the flexibility to take the course of your choice when and where it 
works best for you and your needs. Again, you can register and take the course directly through the LMS.

Early Care and Education Resources
Now, the Tampa Bay Institute for Early Childhood Professionals has a way to provide you timely resources to support 
your practice. As a member you can access numerous resources and mini sessions available when you need them. You 
can freely access these as needed, anytime, anywhere.

How to Use the New LMS
From this point forward everyone wishing 
to take a workshop or course must 
register using the Learning Management 
System (LMS). Paper registrations will no 
longer be accepted.  

Sometimes navigating a new system can 
be intimidating, so we’ve made several 
short video tutorials that will help you 
learn how to use this exciting new tool!  
To get started simply go the the ELCHC’s 
YouTube page at https://www.youtube.
com/user/ELCHillsborough.  Or type the 
links below directly into your browser.

To learn how to set up a user account for 
IECP Training Website go to:  http://bit.
ly/1LRfIS7

To learn how to view and choose a 
course and/or workshop go to:  http://
bit.ly/1QivwDW

To see how to login and complete 
signing up for courses go to:  http://bit.
ly/1SAyxyB

Above: A view of the new  LMS Home page.

https://elchc.talentlms.com/index
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A back and forth exchange can still take place with a caregiver and infant when an infants coos, cries, and babbles 
to cue an adult. Talking with infants prepares them to recognize different sounds and helps them begin to develop 
sophisticated connections in their brain to support language. 

FIGURE 1.0: LANGUAGE DEVELOPMENT MILESTONES

2 months  Coos, makes gurgling sounds, Turns head toward sounds
4 months Begins to babble; Babbles with expression and copies sounds he hears; Cries in 

different ways to show hunger, pain, or being tired
6 months Responds to sounds by making sounds; Responds to own name; Makes sounds to 

show joy and displeasure
9 months Understands “no”; Makes a lot of different sounds like “mamamama” and 

“bababababa”; Copies sounds and gestures of others; Uses fingers to point at 
things

12 months Responds to simple spoken requests; Uses simple gestures, like shaking head “no” 
or waving “bye-bye; Says “mama,”  “dada,” and  “uh-oh!”; Tries to say words you say

18 months Says several single words; Points to show someone what he wants
2 years Points to things or pictures when they are named; Knows names of familiar people 

and body parts; Says sentences with 2 to 4 words; Follows simple instructions; 
Repeats words overheard in conversation; Points to things in a book

3 years Follows instructions with 2 or 3 steps; Can name most familiar things; Understands 
words like “in,” “on,” and “under;” Says first name, age, and gender; Names a friend; 
Talks well enough for strangers to understand most of the time; Carries on a 
conversation using 2 to 3 sentences

4 years Knows some basic rules of grammar, such as correctly using “he” and “she;” Sings a 
song or says a poem from memory such as the “Itsy Bitsy Spider;”  Tells stories; Can 
say first and last name

5 years Speaks very clearly; Tells a simple story using full sentences; Says name and address
CDC DEVELOPMENTAL MILESTONES
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html

As a caregiver of young children, allow yourself the opportunity to be the narrator of an activity as simple as mealtime. 
This is also known as self talk and parallel talk. Give the play-by-play of what you (self talk) or the children are doing 
(parallel talk), “Lola is using her napkin to clean her mouth” You have just named a body part for a child. “I am going to 
use my spoon to scoop some peaches from my bowl.” You have just named a utensil, fruit, and an action. As a result you 
have helped a child increase their vocabulary. In addition, using this narrative approach provides language modeling to 
enhance pronunciation and fluency. 

 Now let’s take a look at the quality of the language that is being used in your classroom. You may be talking all the time 
in your classroom but what exactly are you saying and is it meaningful? Providing open ended questions that require 
more than one word answers is another strategy that is recommended in early care and education settings. For instance, 
instead of asking “What is that?” while pointing to a picture of a dog in a book, try asking, “What is this animal doing in 
the picture?” The latter will allow for a child to respond using more phrases and sentences to describe the picture rather 
than just saying “dog.” Open ended questions can also be used during center time to expand children’s language and 
play. During center time, one can listen and expand children’s conversations. Caregivers have the opportunity to build 
on the interests of the children to engage and promote the back and forth melody of conversation.

‘Language’  continued from page 11
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Further indication and research of the importance of providing a language rich environment in early childhood 
classrooms is evident in the tools that are being used to observe early childhood settings. Tools such as the Classroom 
Assessment Scoring System (CLASS™) and the Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool (TPOT) have been published and 
are thoroughly researched tools that include items which look at teacher use of language. For example, a teacher that 
is engaging children in language and expanding child directed conversations consistently may score high in the area 
of the CLASS™ for “Language Modeling” or on the TPOT for “Teachers Engage in Supportive Conversations.” Research is 
continuously showing us that participating in active thoughtful conversations with young children will support their 
vocabulary and comprehension to better enhance their language, which in turns prepares them for school. 

So the next time you find yourself in an activity or routine with the children in your care, remember to ask yourself, “Am 
I talking enough?” Remind yourself to become a narrator, a creator of little storytellers, and to channel creative minds in 
your classroom in expanding their communication.

For more information about language development check out The Early Childhood Council’s Inclusion Support Services 
training, “What Every Teacher Wants to Know About: Language Skills.”  Training information and registration can be 
found on the new LMS as well as in the printed Training Bulletin at www.elchc.org under the Provider and IECP links.

References:
Payne, C. Chris & O’Brien, Marion (2006) Chapter 14: Promoting Language Literacy in Childcare; Learning to Read the World: Language and Literacy in the First Three Years
Centers for Disease Control
http://www.cdc.gov/ncbddd/actearly/milestones/index.html
Hemmeter, M.L., Fox, L., & Snyder, P. (2013) Teaching Pyramid Observation Tool for Preschool Classrooms (TPOT)
Piantra, R.C., La Paro, K.M, Hamre, B.K. (2008) Pre-K Classroom Assessment Scoring System (CLASS™)

Register for ReadyRosie
Visit www.elchc.org/ReadyRosie and
complete the simple sign-up process. 

Do the Acti vity
You’ll receive daily videos that 
show you how to take life’s 
everyday acti viti es and turn them 
into fun, teachable moments with 
your child.

Watch Your Child Learn & Grow! 
Help prepare your child for academic success.
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With the transition from a local Hillsborough County 
contract for School Readiness providers to the 
statewide contract, the Early Learning Coalition of 
Hillsborough County (ELCHC) has been reviewing 
the contracts and supporting documents. During 
this review process, many issues with meeting the 
liability insurance requirements of the contract 
have come to light.  This column will hopefully help 
providers have a clear understanding of the contract 
requirements and consequences for failing to meet 
those requirements. 

First, the requirements for general liability insurance 
can be found on Form OEL-SR 20L, titled “Licensed 
Provider Responsibilities” or for licensed exempt 
providers on the “Licensed Exempt Provider 
Responsibilities” Form OEL-SR 20LE.  These two page 
documents are part of every provider’s contract 
and clearly explain all the responsibilities that all 
providers delivering School Readiness services are 
expected to meet.  

The provider must maintain general liability 
insurance for a minimum of $100,000 of general 
liability insurance coverage per occurrence and a 
minimum of $300,000 general aggregate coverage 
and must provide the coalition with written evidence 
of this coverage.  If the provider is transporting 
children, then there must also be proof of coverage 
for transportation submitted to the ELCHC as well. 
Providers with more than four employees must 
also obtain and maintain any required workers’ 
compensation insurance.

When a provider is working with their insurance 
company to obtain this required coverage, the 
provider must also be sure to add the coalition on the 
insurance policy as the certificate holder AND as an 
additional insured on the policy.  For many providers 
this has caused some confusion.  Simply having 
“Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County” 
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written in the box titled “Certificate 
Holder” is not enough to meet this 
requirement.  This is because being 
a certificate holder and being an 
additional insured are two very 
different things. 

Being named as a certificate 
holder only shows us proof that 
you actually have insurance for 
your program. By being named a 
certificate holder only, we will not 
receive notifications of changes or 
cancellations to your policy. That is 
why we must also be named as an 
additional insured.  As an additional 
insured, the Early Learning Coalition 
of Hillsborough County is actually 
included in the coverage and have 
rights in the event of a claim against 
your program involving School 
Readiness or VPK children.  Some 
insurance companies will charge 
you an extra fee for naming an 
additional insured but the amount 
will depend on your policy and 
coverage limits.

If during the term of your contract, 
you decide to change your insurance 
company or policy, you must notify 
the coalition in writing a minimum 
of ten days before making the 
changes.  You must also ensure that 
the ELCHC receives the copy of the 
new certificate of liability.  Each year 
when your policy renews, you must 
also make sure the ELCHC gets that 
updated certificate.  The easiest way 
to do this is to make sure your policy 

has the correct, up to date address 
and fax number for the ELCHC 
listed on your policy.  Our address is 
6800 N. Dale Mabry Hwy, Suite 158, 
Tampa, FL 33614.  The fax number is 
813-435-2299.

The final lines of the insurance 
requirements on Form OEL-SR 20L 
and 20LE include the following 
statement – “The general liability 

insurance required by this 
paragraph must remain in full force 
and effect for the entire period of 
this Contract. If the general liability 
insurance coverage required by 
this paragraph lapses, COALITION 
shall immediately terminate this 
Contract.” This means there can 
be no times at all when you do 
not have insurance coverage.  For 
example, if you have a policy that 
ends on 10/30/2015 and your 
new policy does not begin until 
11/2/2015 that is considered a 

lapse in your policy.  This contract 
requirement is not dependent on 
whether or not you currently have 
children receiving School Readiness 
enrolled in your program; you must 
maintain the insurance regardless 
of the number of children you 
have enrolled.  Even if you have no 
children at all in your program, to 
have a contract, you must maintain 
the required insurance.  If there is a 
lapse in insurance or if the insurance 
is cancelled for any reason, the 
ELCHC is required by this statement 
in the contract to end your contract.  
Unfortunately, through the review 
process there have been several 
instances where providers have had 
no insurance coverage or lapses in 
their policies and the ELCHC has 
no choice but to terminate the 
contract.  

Liability insurance is an important 
consideration for any business so 
that the owner is properly protected 
in case of an unfortunate accident.  
It is also an important consideration 
for providers executing a contract to 
deliver School Readiness services. 
Hopefully with this brief explanation 
of the contract requirements, you 
have a better understanding of the 
insurance component of School 
Readiness contracts.  If you have any 
questions regarding your contract 
requirements, please feel free to 
email Lorinda Gamson, Provider 
Complaince Manager at lgamson@
elchc.org or phone (813) 999-0133.  

INSURANCE REQUIREMENTS FOR 
SCHOOL READINESS CONTRACTS

“........ If the general 
liability insurance 
coverage required 
by this paragraph 
lapses, COALITION 
shall immediately 
terminate this 
Contract.” 
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Children often fear what they do not understand. Therefore, when 
events such as human and natural tragedies occur, they often 
look for understanding and guidance from adults who play an 
important role in their lives.  Traumatic events can include but 
are not limited to, being in or witnessing a car crash, bullying, 
violence in the home or community, death of a family member or 
a family pet.  There may be times when we can’t see it but know 
that its there and other times when we see it but are not sure 
what it is.  Our children should not have to carry around so much 
baggage.

Some events that children might need help coping with may 
be those that do not directly affect the child or their immediate 
community. However, the images children see and the stories 
they hear from the media and through adult conversation may 
cause some fear or uncertainty—emotions that can lead to 
concerns for their own well-being.

As early childhood professionals, we understand that it is critical 
for children to receive assistance immediately in response to 

the event that has traumatically 
interrupted their sense of security 
and normalcy. Allowing children 
time to talk about the event and 
providing supportive feedback 
is essential.  Also, seizing the 
opportunity to turn the event into a 
learning experience may help return 
some sense of normal to the child’s 
activities and routine. 

If the event is causing a distraction 
in their daily lives, the National 
Association of School Psychologists 
(NASP) suggests seven significant 
things that parents and teachers 
can do while evaluating the affects 
of the event on the child. 

Remain calm and reassuring.  
Children take cues from an 
adult’s verbal and non-verbal 
communication.  Be honest with 
children and be mindful of the 
child’s developmental level when 
providing details.  Too much detail 
can be just as frightening to young 
children as the event itself.  While 
acknowledging the tragedy, share 
efforts made to minimize or avoid 
reoccurring events. 

Use this opportunity to reassure 
children that they are safe and that 
family, friends, and other significant 
adult role models will take good 
care of them. During this time 
children may need lots of hugs and 
physical comforts to help them feel 
safe.

Acknowledge their feelings.  Allow 
children to talk about their feelings 
and emotions. First, validate their 
feelings and empathize with them. 
Let them know that their anxiety 
is normal. Next, address questions 
or concerns that they may have.  
Listen and allow them to complete 
their thoughts before responding to 
them. 

HELPING CHILDREN 
COPE WITH 
TRAUMATIC EVENTS

See ‘Trauma’  continued on page 20

By Annie M. Brown M.A., Program Specialist
ELCHC’s Quality Counts for Kids Program
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On April 20, 2015 Sally Harris officially resigned her 
seat on the Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough 
County’s Board of Directors as the Private Child Care 
Provider Representative.  This Board seat is considered 
a ‘Designated Director’ and per the Coalition’s historical 
preference, the representative that occupies this seat 
must be elected by a vote of his/her constituents. 

In order to fill the vacant seat, Coalition staff launched 
an official election process that began with a Nomination 
phase on Wednesday, July 15, 2015.  Providers were 
given until Friday, August 28, 2015 at 3:00 pm to 
submit nomination forms that asked each candidate 
to state their professional skills and background as 
well as deliver a personal statement regarding their 
desire to serve on the Board as a representative of the 
private child care community in Hillsborough County. 
The nomination phase yielded five candidates whose 
applications were made public on the ELCHC website for 
review and consideration by the provider community.  
The voting phase of the election process began on 
Tuesday, September 1, 2015 at 8:00 am and closed on 
Friday, September 25, 2015 at 4:00 pm.   The result of the 
plurality vote was that Mary Hancock, would be the new 
Private Child Care Provider Representative on the ELCHC 
Board of Directors.

Ms. Hancock is the Executive Director of Mary Go Round 
Child Care Centers.  She has over 35 years of experience 
in Early Childhood in the Hillsborough community which 
is enriched by a history of community invovlement and 
devotion to the children and families of Hillsborough 
County.  Her passion and commitment to bringing quality 
early childhood care and education experiences to the 
children of our community, especially those with special 
needs, is what brings her to the Board table and drives 
her to serve is this capacity.  Ms. Hancock’s term officially 
began on October 13, 2015 and concludes in October of 
2019.  We hope that you will make an effort to connect 
with her as she is indeed your voice and representation 
on the ELCHC Board of Directors!

The ELCHC Board of Directors thanks all provider’s 
who were involved in the election process and invites 
everyone to continue their involvement and advocacy! 

CANDIDATES VOTES RECEIVED
Maria Carrillo 25
Cathleen Douglas 11
Carrie Elwell 11
Mary Hancock 234
Annette Eberhart 22
TOTAL VOTES CAST 303

Mary Hancock

Meet Your New Private 
Child Care Provider 
Representative

By Tracie T. White, Dir. of Communications & Outreach
Early Learning Coalition of Hillsborough County
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Encourage children to talk about the traumatically related events.  Reassuring children, and validating their 
emotions will place children in the state of readiness to communicate their experience through verbal or non-verbal 
methods. This can be done in a familiar supporting environment where various large and small group activities 
and prompts (e.g., dramatic play, stories, music, and art) are available to assist them in expressing their feelings are 
concerns.

Promote positive coping and problems-solving skills. Use 
different types of activities and strategies to teach children how to 
apply problem-solving skills to existing trauma related anxieties.  
Materials should be developmentally appropriate for the age of 
the child. An example is Teaching Tools for Young Children (TTYC) 
with Challenging Behavior “Turtle Technique” from the Technical 
Assistance Center on Social Emotional Intervention for Young 
Children (TACSEI). This technique is designed to help teach children 
some steps to controlling their anger and disappointment.  This 
is done by teaching the child not to react through anger but to 
respond after they are calmer and have possible solutions. 

Teachers and parents can read Lentini (2005) story of “Tucker Turtle 
Takes Time to Tuck and Think” and role playing, and modeling how 
Tucker Turtle handles problem situations. Step 1: Tucker experiences 
a problem and acknowledges his feelings,  Step 2: Tucker doesn’t react—he stops and thinks, Step 3: Tucker goes 
inside his shell calms himself down, then Step 4:  Tucker comes out of his shell and looks at some possible solutions 
and choose one to try.  This technique can be adapted to help children deal with tragedies that may occur in their 
lives.  Helping children identify positive methods of coping empowers them to successfully self-regulate anxiety on 
their own.

Emphasize children’s resiliency.  Each child is different.  The support should focus on the individual abilities of the 
child.  Adults can also help children recall what they have done in the past that worked when they needed help 
dealing with certain emotions.

 Strengthen children’s friendships and peer support.  Settings where children receive strong emotional support, are 
more likely than not to be better equipped to cope with traumatic occurrences. It is important to nurture friendships 
and relationships with peers to minimize isolation.     

Take care of your own needs.  Parent and teachers should take time for to deal with and process their own emotions 
and reactions to the situation.  Remember, children will pick up on adult body language and appearance.  Therefore, 
the adults providing a support system need to be coping well if they are to help the children.

Children’s emotional needs are just as important as their physical need to be healthy.  Each child’s age level and in 
some cases development varies, which means children have different ways of coping with distress and anxiety.  These 
can range from physical complaints of aches and pains, behavior problems that are typically not normally experienced 
for that child, and emotional distress such as  a sudden fear of being alone or separated from parents, nervousness or 
overly anxious. Recovering from a traumatic event takes time. When in doubt, ask your child’s doctor for guidance.   

References:
Lazarus, P.J., & Jimerson, S.R., Brock, S.E. (2003). Helping Children After a Natural Disaster: Information for Parents and Teachers: National Association of School Psychologists posted 
on NASP website at www.nasponline.org.

Lentini, Rochelle (March 2005), Tucker Turtle Takes Time to Tuck and Think. A scripted story to assist with teaching the “Turtle Technique.” www.csefel.vanderbilt.edu.

Southern Early Childhood Association, (2013). Talking to Your Children about Natural Disasters:  Posted on SECA website at www.SouthernEarlyChildhood.org.

Technical Assistance Center on Social Emotional Intervention for Young Children (TACSEI). Teaching Tools for Young Children (TTYC) with Challenging Behavior. Turtle Technique.  
www.challengingbehavior.org.                     

‘Trauma’  continued from page 18
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The inspectors of the Hillsborough County Child Care Licensing Program are charged with inspecting 
child care facilities and family child care homes a minimum of twice per year. The inspections are 
a comprehensive look at the physical facility or home, the outdoor play area, staff interaction and 
supervision, health information for the children and the personal requirements like background 
screening and training. In the event that a citation is issued by the inspector, a compliance date will 
be given for re-inspection to ensure that the violation has been rectified. As you may be aware, all 
citations are classified as Class 1, 2, or 3 violations which are noted on the inspection for the provider’s 
information. It is important to know that the classifications are given in direct relation to the risk that 
is imposed to the children in care as follows:

1. Class 1 Violations are those that are the most serious in nature and pose the most imminent threat 
to a child. A citation for a staff member with an unsatisfactory background screening, or a gross 
lack of supervision to a child in care are examples of Class 1 Violations.

2. Class 2 Violations are defined as citations less serious than Class 1 but still may pose a risk if 
repeated. Some examples include citations for a failure to maintain staf£’child ratios, and facility/
homes maintenance issues.

3. Class 3 Violations are those of an even less serious nature, but may pose a risk to children if 
repeated over a substantial period of time. General papetwork issues fall into this category.

The Hillsborough County Child Care Facility and Home Ordinance formally define these classifications 
in the facility and/or family child care Ordinance. These documents also outline the progressive 
enforcement procedure required in the event further administrative action is needed. Child Care 
Licensing recommends that providers review and understand these classifications and the required 
action that will be taken should the situation arise. As citations and/or administrative actions may 
impact funding, Child Care Licensing also recommends that providers review and understands their 
funding contracts. Please note that any administrative action issued does include an appeal process 
should providers choose to explore that option. Contact Hillsborough County Child Care Licensing at 
(813)264-3925 for any questions.

The Classification of 
Licensing Citations

The Child Care Licensing Program regulates the operations of child care centers and family child care homes 
in Hillsborough County. It conducts periodic inspections, investigates complaints filed against these facilities, 
and takes enforcement action as deemed necessary. Information packets and classes on starting child care 
facilities and family day care homes are provided to local residents. 

Contact Info: 
Angela Kummelman, Manager Child Care Licensing Division

3152 Clay Mangum Lane
Tampa, FL 33618

(813) 264-3925, x53565
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Promote 
STEAM with 
Loose Parts
Have you ever noticed that children can play for hours on the 
beach? The beach is a great example of a loose parts learning 
environment.  It has plenty of moveable and adaptable 
materials such as sand, water, rocks, shells, and driftwood.  As 
long as materials can be moved, redesigned, put together 
and taken apart in a variety of ways, they are classified as 
loose parts.

Loose parts capture children’s curiosity, give free reign to 
their imagination, and encourage creativity.  In the hands of 
a teacher, these wonderful, alluring objects are transformed 
into learning materials that can help children playfully 
develop the skills needed for future academic success.

Join us at the Institute for Early Childhood Professionals 
during this series of six monthly workshops inspired by 
the book, Loose Parts:  Inspiring Play in Young Children.   
Participants will learn how playing with loose parts promote 
scientific thinking, engage children in mathematical and 
engineering concepts, enhance play and artistic abilities, and 
empower children to be creative. 

So please come out and PLAY with us! 

Senses: The Science of Color, Texture, and Sound

Join us to explore how basic objects can bring to life the 
science behind the senses. These hands on activities are 
easily replicated in the classroom and provide an opportunity 
to expand the learning into a full classroom study.

Action: The Engineering and Construction of Fun

Come explore the games children plan and discover the 
concepts of gravity, force, and motion.  Lean how using 
simple machines, like ramps and levers can guide children’s 
exploration of complex concepts while having great fun.

Balance and Inquiry: Using Play to Build Investigations

Learn how to spark children’s natural interest in balance. 
Participants develop learning opportunities to support 
children’s exploration concepts such as symmetry, physics, 
weight distribution, and general foundations of engineering 
and construction 

Creating STEAM* with Wood Scraps

Explore the endless possibilities of developing science, 
technology, engineering, art and math skills with young 
children.  Discover how a box of “loose parts” -- from sticks 
to frames to clothes pins -- can challenge children’s curiosity, 
imagination, creativity and problem-solving skills.  

BY Dr. Mary Harper, Dir. of Learning Initiatives
Tampa Bay Institute for Early Childhood Professionals
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Planting the Seeds of STEAM

Join us as we explore creative ways to turn everyday items 
into a variety of gardens. This will not be a typical flower 
garden! We will use items that include sand, rocks, tires, 
Coffee cans (K cups), baskets, wood, and anything else moves 
the imagination!

  

Bringing the Art to Science, Technology, Engineering, and 
Math (STEAM)

Come tap into your “inner artist” while exploring loose parts. 
Participants will create portraits using natural items that can 
be found in their own backyards. 
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